
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

This Spring will mark the return 
of the Annual Rain & Garden 
Show, hosted by the City of 

Westlake and the Westlake Watershed 
Group after a two-year absence. This 
year’s event will take place Saturday, 
April 9 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This 
year’s event will take place at the new 
Westlake Community Services Center, 
28975 Hilliard Blvd. (via Rec Center 
Drive).

As in past years, the event is 
free and open to the public. Fami-
lies of all ages will enjoy a variety 
of vendors, demonstrations and 
exhibitors.

The Kid Zone has been extend-
ed by an hour this year, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. This popular feature 
includes newly-added Child Pass-
port stops, a face painter, balloon 

clown, special guests and contests.
The intended theme for this 

year’s event is "Native plants," 
meaning plants indigenous to a 
given geographic area in geologic 
time. When creating a small garden 
or restoring acres of land, it is gen-
erally best to choose to plant native 
plants. These plants support local 
wildlife and play a huge role in soil 
and water conservation. Native 
plants offer solutions to environ-
mental problems along with the 
assortment of colors shapes and 
textures are eye catching. To learn 
more on why you should plant 
native, visit ohiodnr.gov/gonative.

Stay tuned to our webpage to 
get updated Vendor listings and 
Special Guest reveals in the weeks 
and days leading up to the event: 
www.cityofwestlake.org/168/Go-
Green-Program. 

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

Westlake Easter        
Egg Hunt is April 9  

See story on page 2

 See GASOLINE page 2
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Ariana Curran of Bay Village shows off her 
Easter basket in 2016.
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Six semifinalists have been 
chosen to interview for the 
Superintendent position in the 

Bay Village City School District.
The following candidates were 

selected from a pool of 29 applicants 
to be interviewed by the Bay Village 
Board of Education during executive 
session on March 14 and 15, 2022.
• Scot Prebles, Superintendent, 

Forest Hills Local School District, 
Cincinnati, OH

• Ben Richards, Superintendent, 
Valley View Local School District, 
Germantown, OH

• Char Shryock, Interim Superinten-
dent, Bay Village City School District, 
Bay Village, OH

• Jeffrey Stanton, Human Resources 
Director, North Olmsted City 
School District, North Olmsted, OH

• Mark Stefanik, Superintendent, 
Tipp City Exempted Village 
Schools, Tipp City, OH

• William (Matt) Young, Assistant 
Superintendent, Cuyahoga Heights 
Local School District, Cuyahoga 
Hts., OH

Bay Village Board of Education 

President Paul Vincent said he was 
pleased with the number of candi-
dates who applied, and the caliber of 
those applicants.

“We are on track with our pro-
cess, and we will work to ensure we 
find the right person for Bay Village 
Schools,” said Vincent.

On June 14, 2021, the Bay Vil-
lage Board of Education accepted the 
resignation of then Superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann, effective July 31, 
2021. During its July 14, 2021, Spe-
cial Board Meeting, the Bay Village 
Board of Education voted to appoint 
the district’s Director of Teaching 
and Learning, Char Shryock, as Bay 
Village Schools’ Interim Superinten-
dent. Her expanded role began Aug. 
1, 2021. 

Westlake Rain and Garden 
Show set to return in April

Superintendent Search  
Bay Village Board of Education 

narrows search to 6 semifinalists

“We are on track with 
our process, and we will 
work to ensure we find 

the right person for Bay 
Village Schools.”

– Paul Vincent

Westlake helping Ukraine

by RICK GRANE

The Westlake Police, in connection 
with the City of Westlake, Westlake 
Kiwanis and Lakewood Elks, are 

combining to collect much-needed supplies 
for the people of Ukraine. Drop-off points 
for donations will be the Westlake Police 
Department, 27300 Hilliard Blvd., and Lake-

wood Elks Lodge, 24350 Center Ridge Road.
Due to restraints on containers, we ask 

that no perishable food or water be donated. 
We are looking for blankets, non-perishable 
food, animal supplies, clothes and toiletries. 
These items will be sent to The Nehemiah 
Mission of Cleveland, where they will be 
loaded in a container and sent to Ukraine 
via Romania. 

Bob Clancy, Laura Grane, Rick Grane, Dale Smith, and Vic Rutkoski load a truck of relief 
supplies bound for Ukraine. To date 17,000 pounds of donations have been collected.

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Gas prices are climbing. I 
know I don’t need to tell 
you that – you already 

know. I thought now would be an 
appropriate time to share some 
tips about how to conserve fuel.

Let’s start off with the most 
simple change you can make: 
Follow speed limits, especially 
on the highway. 

Optimal fuel economy on 
most cars tops out at 55 to 60 
MPH. Just a five-mile-an-hour 
increase can mean a 9% loss on 
fuel economy! Using cruise con-
trol also helps you to stay at an 
optimal speed and helps con-
serve fuel. 

Additionally, pressing on 
your gas gently, avoiding aggres-
sive driving and avoiding rapid 
starts and stops will all help to 
stretch your gas mileage.

Conserve 
Gasoline

THE GREEN REPORT
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,300+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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by AL PSOTA

The Westlake Town Criers 
announced that the 2022 West-
lake City Easter Egg Hunt and 

Candy Scramble will be held at the West-
lake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard 
Blvd., on Saturday, April 9.

There will be two Candy Scrambles: 
The first at 1:00 p.m. for those ages 4 
through 6, and the second at 1:30 p.m. for 
those ages 7 through 10. At these times 
the children will scramble for wrapped 
candy and also for special hidden eggs 
redeemable for stuffed animals.

For children 3 and under there is 
a non-competitive Easter Egg Hunt 

where the child simply hunts for plastic 
eggs that are redeemed for candy and 

prizes.
There will also be live 6-foot 

Easter Bunnies available for pictures 
and refreshments and face painting 
courtesy of the Westlake High School 
National Honor Society.

The scrambles are held at the out-
door playground area and we wish to 
thank the City of Westlake and the West-
lake Market District for their support.

Come early as the hunts start 
promptly and parking is limited. There 
is never a charge and a great time is had 
by all. 

Easter Egg Hunt
WESTLAKE TOWN CRIERS

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough starts the Easter Egg Hunt in 2016.

When the weather warms, open 
your windows rather than turning 
on the air conditioning. Using the 
air conditioning is one of the big-
gest drains on engine power and fuel 
economy. Using air conditioning can 
increase gas consumption by 5 to 20 
percent depending on the vehicle and 
the way it is driven.

Regular car maintenance, tire 
rotation, and proper tire inflation 
also enables your car to get maximum 
miles-per-gallon. Tires that are not 
aligned correctly can waste fuel and a 
dirty air filter can clog an engine’s air 
supply. Ensuring you are not driving 
around with extra weight in your car 
will also help. Avoid driving during 
rush hour if possible.

Do not idle your car, for any 

reason ever. I have written columns 
about this and if you are going to be 
idling for more than 10 seconds, turn 
your car off! It’s better for your car and 
better for your wallet.

Consider carpooling as much 
as you can. Carpooling to work and 
school means spending less on gas 
and means fewer cars on the road, 
which is a win-win for your wallet and 
the environment. 

Choose to bike or walk when 
you can. This is a good way to also 
keep your body healthy and in shape! 
Another win-win. You can also start 
taking public transportation. The less 
you drive your car, the less gas you will 
need to buy.

Lastly, if you are in the market for 
a new vehicle, give serious consider-
ation to an electric or hybrid model. 
The technology is continually improv-
ing and will only get better. I know my 
next car will be electric! 

GASOLINE      
from front page    

Lakewood Elks donate          
to Westlake police

Lakewood Elks Lodge 1350 in Westlake donated $856 to the Westlake 
Police Department, enabling them to purchase specially designed 
light and mount for emergency personnel. This money was awarded 
to the Elks in the form of a grant from the national lodge. Pictured 
are Rick Grane, Brian Gartland, Chris Johnson, Ruth Ann Witteman,       
WPD Chief Kevin Bielozer, and Mike Sheehan.
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Support our 
advertisers.

And you’ll support our 
civic groups who have 

a voice in this great 
community resource.
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by TARA WENDELL

Bay Village Mayor Paul 
Koomar offered his State 
of the City presentation 

at the Dwyer Center on Wednes-
day, March 2, to a modest crowd 
of city officials and residents. In 
his annual address, the mayor 
shared highlights from each city 
department over the past year, 
and previewed some of the proj-
ects coming soon.

The City will begin imple-
menting the “Stay in Bay” 
mixed-use zoning overlay and 
the Lakefront Master Plan in 
Cahoon Park. The zoning over-
lay, approved by voters last 
November, encourages retail, 
office and residential devel-
opment in Bay’s commercial 
districts. 

The Lakefront Master Plan, 
partially funded by a grant 
from the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources and finalized 
last year, seeks to protect the 
shoreline, offer increased lake 
access, and improve connec-
tivity throughout Cahoon Park. 
A pedestrian bridge will be 
installed this fall over Cahoon 
Creek, connecting the east and 
west sides of the park. Grant 
funding from NOACA and the 
state will cover a large portion 
of that cost.

Mayor Koomar also dis-

cussed a number of construc-
tion projects in the works for 
this year, spanning the city. 

On the west side, the 
Ashton Lane bridge will be 
replaced. The road will be 
closed during construction. 

On the east side, both Wolf 
and Lake roads will be lined 
with orange barrels as resur-
facing gets underway soon. 
Traffic will be maintained in 
both directions during the road 
construction. Wolf Road will 
be widened for bike lanes from 
Clague to Dover Center, and 
Clague Road will be restriped 
to add bike lanes between Wolf 
and Lake.

Near the city center, the 
$9.2-million Bay library branch 
will open on April 30. The City 
is soliciting bids for the sale of 
the current library building on 
Cahoon Road. 

A feasibility study will soon 
get underway on improvements 
to the fire station. The plan will 
begin with an architecture 
firm experienced in fire sta-
tion projects conducting an 
assessment of the 50-year-old 
building, which has received 
limited improvements since its 
construction.

The two hot topics on the 
City Council agenda are ordi-
nances concerning the city’s 
tree canopy and home-based 

businesses, the mayor said. 
Updates to those ordinances 
will continue to be discussed.

To view the PowerPoint 
slides from Mayor Koomar’s 
presentation, visit cityofbay-
village.com/257/Mayor-of-
Bay-Village. 

Spring is around the corner! 

Select an affordable 
repurposed bicycle for 

warm weather fun. 
We have adult and 

children’s bicycles in 
most types and sizes.

 In 2021, Village Bicycle Cooperative donated 
over 100 bicycles to needy charities, children, and adults. 

Visit villagebicycle.org for updated shop hours 
and more information.

Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar introduces the city's department heads and council members.

 The new pedestrian bridge 
over Cahoon Creek will have 
a similar look and feel as the 
bridge in the photo at right. 
The bridge will be 125 feet 
long and 12 feet wide.

State of the City: Last year's planning leads to this year's projects
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by MORGAN PASKERT

As the weather warms and 
people spend more time out-
doors, you may notice young 

animals that seem to be alone or in 
distress.

Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center is the only wildlife rehabilita-
tion facility in Cuyahoga County and 
offers free wildlife education and 
rehabilitation services seven days a 
week. Especially in spring, the Center 
receives several calls each day from 
concerned community members 
about birds, rabbits, squirrels, fawns 
and other wild babies.

“Sadly, well-meaning individu-
als sometimes assume wild babies 
are abandoned and, as a result, take 
them from their parents,” says wildlife 
rehabilitation specialist Tim Jasinski. 
“We encourage the community to call 
us before intervening, as baby wildlife 
is rarely abandoned in nature.”

Here are the Center’s baby wild-
life tips to keep in mind this season:
Eastern Cottontail Rabbits

Eastern cottontail rabbits often 
build their nests in yards and open 
spaces. If you find one, do not move 
the bunnies, because then their 
mother will be unable to find them. 
She will return at dusk and dawn to 
feed and groom her babies.
White-tailed Deer

A fawn lying quietly by itself is 
perfectly normal. Deer do this to pro-
tect their young, as the presence of 
an adult would attract the attention 
of predators.

If a fawn seems to be in a “dan-
gerous” location, do not move it or the 
mother will have trouble finding her 

baby. But if a fawn is walking around 
and making noise, it may be in need 
of assistance.
Birds

A baby bird with skin still visible 
or only covered in downy feathers 
should be placed back in the nest or 
in an artificial nest.

If fully feathered but unable to 
fly, the bird is a fledging that should 
be left alone to learn critical survival 
behaviors. Always monitor your pets 
and keep cats indoors, especially 
during baby wildlife season. Your 
supervision will not only protect 
fledglings and other wildlife, but keep 
your pets safe, too.

You may be surprised to learn 
that most birds have little sense of 
smell. While mammals have a strong 
sense of smell, human scent is not 
nearly enough of a danger to cause 
mother birds to abandon their hor-
monal and maternal behaviors.
Raccoons and Squirrels

Raccoons and squirrels will fre-
quently retrieve their babies when 

they end up out of the nest too early.
Opossums

Opossums are North America’s 
only marsupials, which means they 
keep their babies in a pouch. Young 
opossums will stay with their mom 
for about a month after they leave 
her pouch (around 4 months old). 
If you find an opossum alone before 
this age, it may be in need of human 
assistance.

It’s important to remember that 
baby wildlife will never receive the 
same quality of care from humans as 
they would receive from their parents. 
Each species requires a specialized 
diet, and feeding an animal the wrong 
food can be harmful to its health. 
Human care should be seen as a last 
resort.

If you have questions about baby 
wildlife this spring, please contact 
the nonprofit Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center at 440-871-2900, ext. 
204, or wildlife@lensc.org before 
intervening. 

Your springtime guide to baby wildlife

'Cheer, here! Get your ice-cold cheer, here!'
by JEFF BING

After 99 days of the MLB lock-
out, comprised mostly of 
name-calling, subtle insults, 

and flat-out disrespect aimed at each 
other, the MLB owners and the MLB 
Players Association have kissed, 
made-up, and come to terms on a 
new collective bargaining agreement. 
Okay, whatever, guys.

It’s like all the bad vibes disap-
peared when each side realized how 
much money each side was losing by 
acting like idiots in the media (and 
probably even bigger idiots behind 
closed doors).

Well, whoop-dee-flipping-doo.
I have a news flash, gents: Maybe 

the bad vibes have disappeared for 
the present between you guys (yet we 
all understand will quickly reappear 
when the present collective bargain-
ing agreement expires), but I have a 
feeling that you may be overlooking 
(as you always do) one other area in 
which the bad vibes are still festering:

Your (shrinking) fan base.

Everyone, please understand this: 
I have always been a baseball fan first. 
Ahead of football. Ahead of basketball. 
Ahead of Gilligan’s Island reruns.

Baseball always seemed like the 
purest of the sports to me, for reasons 
which – in retrospect – are especially 
difficult to pinpoint. But just the same, 
it is. Or should I say, was.

During a lifetime of cheering for 
the Indians, I have been subjected to 
several work stoppages, and I have 
seen the dark side to each side – and 
make no mistake, I have no particular 
allegiance to the players or the owners 
– but with each conflict, a little of my 
love for the game has been chipped 
away. A little more was chipped away 
in the steroid era. Some more with the 
Astros cheating scandal, and similar 
stunts by other big-league clubs.

Often, I’ve heard – from those 
defending Major League Baseball 
– that the players and owners are 
human, too, and they are entitled to 
make the same mistakes that ordinary 
shmoes like us do.

I have issues with that argument 

because – the way I see it – one of 
the great attractions of baseball (as 
well as sports in general) is that it is 
supposed to offer a distraction to the 
daily problems us ordinary shmoes 
face. Therefore, I – instinctively – set 
the bar high for my baseball heroes 
many, many decades ago, but have 
watched as it was slowly whittled 
down to the size – relatively speaking 
– of a toothpick.

And let’s get one other thing 
straight, while we’re on the subject: 
I’m eager to see the Guardians play 
ball; I’m happy baseball’s back. I’ll 
get excited when they do well and be 
bummed when they don’t.

However, this year my interest 
will be a bit less than the year before, 
which was already less than the 2010s, 
which was less than the 2000s, which 
was less than the 1990s, and so on.

It won’t be long before my inter-
est in MLB will be gone. The Guard-
ians may still be in town, but I will 
refer to them by a name which – by 
my logic – they’ve actually earned:

The Disregardians. 

SPORTING VIEWS

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Westlake teen 
creates outlet 
for positivity

Avery Junkins witnessed family struggling 
with stress from work and feeling over-
whelmed by the pandemic. She is cur-

rently working on earning her Gold Award, the 
highest award you can earn in Girl Scouts. She 
wanted to make a difference in the community 
and create a sustainable way to get messages 
to both patients and caregivers, so over the last 
year and a half she developed a solution which 
she calls “The Positivity Postbox.” 

The Positivity Postbox is inside the lobbies 
of both University Hospitals St. John Medical 
Center and Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospi-
tal. It is a collection box for people in the com-
munity to submit anything for caregivers or 
patients. The contents are distributed to those 
who need them. Examples may include hand-
written notes of appreciation, encouraging 
letters, small crafts, inspiring quotes, painted 
rocks, or tokens of appreciation.

The goal of this project is to bring hope and 
positivity to others. The purpose of this project 
is to connect the community with the hospital. 
By supporting people and sharing kindness, 
we improve the mental health, well-being, and 
thus healing and overall health of others.

Research has shown that when patients 
have supporters encouraging them, they heal 
and recover faster. Caregivers who feel appre-
ciated and feel their work is impactful have 
increased job satisfaction and higher retention 
rates. Avery says,

"I think the Positivity Postbox could really 
make a big impact on our community for 
people both working and receiving treatment 
at the hospital," Avery said. "This project gives 
the community the chance to help others and 
share kindness."

Anyone can contribute and you can be cre-
ative. Show love and sincerity. Everyone can 
tell a story about how COVID has impacted 
them personally, or how someone they know 
has suffered with a loss or known a caregiver 
struggling. You have the opportunity to make 
an impact.

To participate, simply make a submis-
sion, designate it for caregivers or a patient, 
and deliver it to the Positivity Postbox at either 
location. Hospital staff and volunteers within 
the medical facilities will be emptying and 
distributing the submissions to caregivers or 
patients as designated as they are received.

To learn more or if you have a ques-
tion, contact Penny Evans, the Volunteer 
Service Director at UH St. John Medical 
Center, at Penny.Evans@UHhospitals.org, 
or MaryBeth Thoburn at Fairview Hospital 
at mathob@ccf.org. 

Advertise in the 
Observer

If your target market is Westlake 
& Bay Village, reach your largest 
audience with the Observer and 
get 2 weeks of community-wide 

exposure in each issue!
For details, email us at

staff@wbvobserver.com 
or call 440-409-0114
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by DIANA PI, M.D.

Four months ago, Ela, 79, and her 
husband, Jake, 83, tested positive 
for COVID-19. A tough Polish lady 

who doesn’t like going to doctors, she 
waited. But when she passed out in the 
living room, her family was alarmed. Her 
daughter scrambled to find a clinic that 
was an hour away but could give them the 
monoclonal antibody infusion that day.

Jake got the infusion. But Ela was 
told, “Your oxygen is too low. It’s too 
late for the infusion treatment.” She was 
admitted to the hospital.

Hopefully soon, a new drug Pax-
lovid and a new Test and Treat Initiative 
will change this outcome. Paxlovid isn’t 
widely available yet, but it’s among the 
most effective of the four or five drugs 
that target early COVID-19 infections.

Trial data showed Paxlovid could 
reduce COVID-related hospitalization 
by 90% in people like Ela, who’s not vac-

cinated. Or Jake, who’s vaccinated but 
high risk because of his age and a history 
of stroke that left him blind in one eye.

Today, we have an armory of treat-
ments to combat COVID-19. Some came 

and went overnight because of emerging 
resistance from mutants like Omicron. 
Some, like steroids, only work for hospi-
talized patients; all need a prescription.

Paxlovid could be a gamechanger. 
It’s pills (no infusion), it’s free (courtesy 
of Uncle Sam), and it’s effective. It seems 
to work for the Omicron variant. The big-
gest problem: It cross-reacts with many 
commonly used drugs.

Because Paxlovid works by stopping 
the virus from multiplying, the earlier 
you take it, the better (within 5 days of 
symptom onset). Time is of the essence.

What’s more: It’s the way it might be 
administered – a one-stop Test and Treat 
– that I’m most excited about.

To streamline drug access, the Test 
and Treat Initiative under President 
Biden’s National COVID-19 Prepared-
ness Plan could allow you to get tested 
and treated in one location like a nearby 
pharmacy or clinic.

Or you can use the result from the 
free at-home COVID-19 tests. I just 
ordered 2 sets (4 tests included) using 
the USPS website (special.usps.com/test-
kits). It took one minute to order, and the 
package was on my doorstep in two days.  

Jake felt better shortly after the infu-
sion. Ela was hospitalized for two weeks. 
Today, she has mild fatigue and a per-
sistent right ear hearing loss. But she’s 
energetic, grateful, and back being “Jake’s 
eye,” as she likes to call herself.

I hope, in the near future, with better 
drugs and access, I could rewrite this 
story to read:

Ela, 79, a tough Polish lady who’s 
never been sick in her life, felt congested 
and couldn’t hear out of her right ear. 
She’s unvaccinated, and her husband, 
Jake, is vaccinated. At the first sign of 
symptoms, they test themselves using 
the free at-home COVID-19 tests they 
ordered weeks ago.

They present their positive tests to a 
local pharmacy (clinic). A qualified pre-
scriber evaluates them for and counsels 
them about the appropriate treatment. 
They’re given Paxlovid – for free, right 
there and then. They feel like crap, but the 
worse part: Jake, who gets better sooner, 
has to do the cleaning and cooking, and 
Ela, who takes longer, has to hear about 
his cleaning and cooking.

Both recover uneventfully at home.
The end. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021WBVO

Randolph L. Knavel, Attorney at Law
• Retirement Income Planning
• Wills & Living Trusts  -  Powers of Attorney
• Social Security and Elder Law Questions
• Long Term Care Planning - In-Home Appts.
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake 
Call (440) 946-5155 to schedule an appt.

Protect and Preserve Your Retirement Nest Egg

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

DIY COVID test is here

Privacy settings in Firefox browser
THE DIGITAL WORLD

This is the second in a series 
of articles on privacy in the digital 
world.

by TAK SATO

Having a specific app on 
your smartphone/tablet 
that caters to a digital 

world service, for example the 
"Giant Eagle" app to shop online, 
"Spotify" app to stream music, 
"Westlake Porter Public Library" 
app to reserve a Wi-Fi hotspot 
before a road trip, "Libby" app to 
find eBooks at Cuyahoga County 
Public Library – and the list goes 
on and on – is foolproof as there 
is an unique icon you tap for each 
service you want to use.

But what if you could have 
only one app/application on your 
smartphone, tablet, or computer? 
For me that one app would be a 
"browser." In this always-connect-
ed-to-the-digital-world (aka inter-
net or the cloud) lifestyle, a single 
browser can connect to the afore-
mentioned services and more, 
although the process is a little 
more tedious because you have to 
enter the address of each service's 
website unless you google it.

A browser – whether "Chrome" 
from Google, "Firefox" from Mozil-
la, "Safari" from Apple, or "EDGE" 

from Microsoft – provides the 
same functionality of pulling up 
the website of the address you type 
in (ex: enter wbvobserver.com for 
the best community news covering 
Westlake and Bay).

Most apps on smartphones/
tablets, or applications on com-
puters, have "Settings" where you 
can customize the behavior of your 
apps/applications. This will be the 
first place to change some default 
settings concerning your privacy.

Just like the Settings menu 
which ubiquitously exists across 
different apps/applications, there 
are certain "icons" that mean the 
same thing across apps/applica-
tions. 

An example of such an stan-
dardized icon would be when you 
see three horizontal or vertical 
dots, or three horizontal lines. Tap-
ping/clicking such an icon means 
it will show more menu items for 
you to choose from and is where 
the Settings selection usually 
resides.

Let's look at the Firefox brows-
er's Settings menu. Tapping/click-
ing the three horizontal lines on 
the upper right hand corner will 
bring up a menu that includes Set-
tings ("Preferences" for Mac users) 
as a selectable choice for computer 
users; or tapping three vertical dots 

on the lower right hand corner for 
Android smartphone/tablet users; 
or tapping three horizontal lines 
on the lower right for iPhone/iPad 
users.

Once in the Settings menu …
• For Android smartphone/tablet 

users, tap/click the "Data Col-
lection" item under the "Privacy 
and security" heading and make 
sure "Usage and technical data," 
"Marketing Data," and "Studies" 
are all turned off.

• For iPhone/iPad users, you want 
to make sure "Send Usage Data" 
and "Studies" are both turned 
off under the "Support" heading. 
Also, go into "Tracking Protec-
tion" and make sure "Enhanced 
Tracking Protection" is turned 
on.

• For computer users, you want 
to make sure nothing is check 
marked under the "Firefox Data 
Collection and Use" heading 
which appears after you select 
"Privacy & Security" on the left 
side of the screen after going into 
the Settings menu item.

Also, there are "privacy 
focused" browsers such as "Firefox 
Focus" and "Brave" for smart-
phones/tablets available for you 
to try. We'll cover privacy settings 
in other popular browsers next 
issue. 

Goodwill opens 
bookstore, 
donation center       
in Westlake
by DIANE PILATI

Goodwill Industries of Greater Cleveland 
and East Central Ohio Inc. opened a new 
retail bookstore and donation center in 

Westlake on March 4.
The new store is located at 30655 Detroit Road 

and is the first bookstore for Goodwill Industries of 
Greater Cleveland and East Central Ohio. 

This unique bookstore provides an oppor-
tunity for members of the community to shop 
thousands of books and specialty wares for a 
fraction of retail prices, as well as donate cloth-
ing and housewares at the convenient drive-up 
donation center. 

The bookstore and donation center is open 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

“Goodwill is eager to open the doors to our 
newest retail bookstore and donation center in 
Westlake” Anne Richards, Goodwill Industries 
President and CEO, said. “The concept of a book-
store is something that has been in the plans for 
a while, and we feel the greater Westlake com-
munity will enjoy the unique shopping experi-
ence as well as the convenience of the newest 
donation center.”

Goodwill has been serving Cuyahoga County 
through its missions programming for many years 
impacting more than 14,000 individuals in the 
community. 

Free COVID-19 self-test kits are 
available on the USPS website.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late March 2022 calendar 
of events. All programs are subject to 
change. Please check westlakelibrary.org 
or follow the library on Facebook and 
Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest 
updates.

Thursday, March 17 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Excel 2: Basic Formulas – Practice 
using functions: SUM, AVERAGE, MIN, 
MAX, IF, COUNT, COUNTA and COUN-
TIF. Recommended for those comfort-
able with Excel. Class is in person. 
Please register. Capacity is limited.

Thursday, March 17 (3-4 p.m.) 
Is Starting a Nonprofit Right for 
You? – Starting a nonprofit can seem 
terrifically complicated, is it worth it? 
This class can help you decide. You’ll 
learn the legal and logistical elements 
necessary to start a successful nonprofit 
as well as possible alternatives to start-
ing your own nonprofit. Please register.

Thursday, March 17 (6:30-7 p.m.) 
and Friday, March 25 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Adapted Storytime – Join us for this 
storytime designed for children who 
may not be successful in a typical sto-
rytime. Content is geared toward ages 
3-7 years. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Friday, March 18 (9:30-10 a.m.) 
Music Is My Jam – Explore music 
with shakers, rhythm sticks and more! 
For children with disabilities, ages 2-7, 
with a caregiver. Siblings are welcome. 
This program will encourage gross and 
fine motor movements while playing 
with instruments and moving to music. 
Please register.

Friday, March 18 (4-4:30 p.m.) 
Read It, Make It @ the Library – 
Make a craft based on a story that is 
read aloud. Grades PreK-1, siblings are 
welcome. Please register.

Saturday, March 19 (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) 
SAT Practice Test – Sylvan Learn-

ing will be here to administer an SAT 
practice test. Participants may return 
on March 26 to go over the results of the 
test. Please register.

Saturdays, March 19 and 26 (10-
10:30 a.m.) and Wednesdays, March 23 
and 30 (7-7:30 p.m.) Family Story-
time – Join us for rhymes, songs and 
play! For families with children ages 
2-6. Siblings are welcome. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Saturday, March 19 (1-2 p.m.) 
Pokemon Fun – Join Miss Rachel 
for Pokemon fun! This will be a time 
to view and trade cards, do a craft (if 
desired), and play a Pokemon bingo 
game. Feel free to bring your cards! 
Ages 6-11. Please register.

Sunday, March 20 (2-3 p.m.) Brick 
Builders – Do you love Legos? Bring 
your ideas and imagination to Brick 
Builders! Bricks provided. No registra-
tion required, but room capacity is lim-
ited. First come, first served. Ages 5-12.

Sunday, March 20 (2-4 p.m.) 
Anime Club – A great club for anime 
and manga lovers! All otaku and new-
bies welcome! Grades 7-adult. Please 
register. Room capacity is limited, but 
walk-ins are welcome if space allows!

Monday, March 21 (11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.) Amazing Adults – Enjoy crafts, 
songs, simple fitness, and more fun in 
each session! This program is for adults 
with special needs. Please register.

Monday, March 21 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
True Crime Book Club – This 
month’s title is "Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage Murders and the 
Birth of the FBI" by David Grann. We 
will meet on the third Monday of every 
other month. This will be a great way 
to discover some new titles and some 
classics of True Crime. Please register.

Monday, March 21 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
Teen Lounge – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge for video games, board games 
and more! Grades 7-12.

Monday, March 21 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
Investors’ Interest Group: Federal 
Reserve Bank – Julianne Dunn, Man-
ager in the Research Department at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, will 
discuss economic and financial issues 
of interest to residents and businesses 
nationally and in the Fourth District. 
Please register.

Tuesday, March 22 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Word I: Introduction – Learn how 
to select text and do basic formatting. 
Learn how to set margins and line spac-
ing. Practice using Spell Check, Copy, 
Cut, and Paste. In-person; capacity is 
limited. Please register.

Tuesday, March 22 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
The Science of Magic Tree House: 
Twister on Tuesday – Together we 
will learn how wild spring weather 
forms, including tornadoes. Discov-
eries will be made through hands-on 
experiments, active participation and a 
simple take-home project. Grades 1-2. 
Please register.

Tuesday, March 22 (6-8 p.m.) 
Impact of Cultural Differences – 
(Rescheduled from January) Learn from 
a Professor of Cultural Competency 
about the impact of New Culture in 
Education, Business, and Medical Envi-
ronments. The rules of each specific 
culture will be covered. Please register.

Tuesday, March 22 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 
Get the Dirt on Organic Gardening 
(Virtual) – Learn the basics of organic 
gardening from a landscape architect. 
Please register.

Wednesdays, March 23 and 30 (4-5 
p.m.) ASL For Beginners – In this 
beginner class students will learn the 
sign language alphabet, how to meet 
and greet people and the basics of com-
municating with the deaf. This class will 
be taught in person by Valerie Williams. 
Ages 12 and up. Please register.

Wednesday, March 23 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
First Aid and Stop the Bleed – The 
Heartsaver First Aid course trains par-
ticipants in first aid basics for the most 
common emergencies. Stop The Bleed 
trains participants how to recognize 
life-threatening bleeding and intervene 
effectively. This course combines the 
two into one. Led by instructors from 
UH St. John Medical Center. Please 

register at uhems.org/event-search. If 
any questions, contact the instructors 
at uh4cpr@gmail.com.

Thursday, March 24 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) Roblox Arcade (Virtual) – 
Love Roblox? Join us in the Roblox 
Arcade! We have some private servers 
set up for Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang 
out with their friends and enjoy some 
of the most popular games via Zoom. 
Please register.

Thursday, March 24 (7-7:45 p.m.) 
Adult Baseball Get-Together – 
“Play ball!” Wear your favorite team’s 
gear and get ready to celebrate all 
things baseball. For adults with special 
needs and their caregivers or family. 
Registration begins March 17.

Friday, March 25 (9:30-10 a.m.) My 
First Spring – Celebrate your baby’s 
first spring with a simple fingerpaint 
wind chime craft. For babies 0-18 
months with a caregiver. Registration 
begins March 18.

Saturday, March 26 (2-3 p.m.) Dun-
geons & Dragons 101 – Interested in 
Dungeons & Dragons but don’t know 
where to start? Join us as we dive into 
the world of D&D together. For those in 
grades 4-6. Registration begins March 
19.

Sunday, March 27 (2-3 p.m.) Tap-
estry Weaving – Learn the basics of 
weaving while experimenting with color 
and texture. Each student will get a loom 
made from recycled materials to keep. 
Weaving helps kids develop fine motor 
skills, hand-eye coordination, self-
confidence, patience and focus   – skills 
used in reading and writing. Grades K-2. 
Registration begins March 20.

Monday, March 28 (10-11 a.m.) 
Sensory Exploration – Engage your 
child’s senses by scooping, pouring, 
and sorting a variety of materials. Ages 
3-7. This session is for children with 
special needs and their typical peers. 
In the spirit of fun and safety, efforts 
will be made to use individual bins and 
sorters, but we cannot guarantee shar-
ing won’t occur. Registration begins 
March 21.

Monday, March 28 (1-7 p.m.) 
American Red Cross Bloodmobile

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
late March calendar of events

by DR. SCOTT GOGGIN
Superintendent, Westlake City 
School District

Over the past two years, 
we’ve all needed to be 
flexible as we learned to 

adapt to a new normal. We’ve had 
to find creative ways to approach 
once-familiar situations. We’ve 
needed to rely on our ingenuity to 
solve problems.

In short, we’ve had to be Innova-
tive. When faced with roadblocks both 
inside and outside of the classroom, 
our Westlake students, teachers and 
administrators rose to the occasion 
and approached each situation with 
unparalleled grace and purpose. 

Even through 
countless challeng-
es, our school com-
munity was Inno-
vative, engaging in 
problem solving and 
remaining resource-
ful while think-
ing critically. They 
worked together to 

uncover new ideas and form solu-
tions that contributed meaningful and 
impactful changes for themselves and 
others. All the while, they embraced 
intellectual curiosity and remained 
focused on education, whether they 
were the ones providing it or the ones 
receiving it.

Sticking to the status quo is far 

easier than thinking outside the box. 
When faced with difficulties, it’s tempt-
ing to throw our hands in the air, do as 
we’ve always done and hope for the 
best. But, our Westlake family likes to 
take the road less traveled.

Being Innovative requires drive 
and determination. It forces us to think 
differently, try new things, take risks 
and act courageously. When we’re 
Innovative, either individually or as 
a group, we can reach greater heights 
and make new discoveries.

At Westlake, we encourage our 
students to be Innovative every day, 
as part of our mission to create lifelong 
learners.

They achieve this by pursuing 
their passions and embracing creativ-
ity, whether that means participating 
in the drama program, performing in 
the band, playing a sport or taking part 
in an academic club. They are moti-
vated to succeed at doing the things 
they love, and they put in the work to 
achieve results.

Our Innovative students also 
expand their minds through knowl-
edge gaining. They understand the 
importance of studying new concepts 
and ideas and they grow their world-
view by engaging in new experiences.

They aren’t afraid to ask ques-
tions in an effort to better understand 
situations or discover alternate ways of 
thinking. They are curious and willing 
to view things from different perspec-
tives, while remaining open to what-
ever ideas they might discover.

When our students approach their 
lives with an eye toward innovation, 
they can accomplish great things. By 
nourishing their interests, remaining 
open-minded and staying curious, 
they will undoubtedly uncover new 
ways to think innovatively through-
out their academic careers and long 
after they graduate. They will find new, 
impactful ways to positively contribute 
to society and will make their mark on 
the world while inspiring others and 
confronting every challenge. 

Innovative students drive 
school community forward

DEMON DISPATCH

Scott Goggin
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620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

Sid’s Play, Learn,  & Grow Space

Drawin g Contest
To celebrate the Bay Village Library and Sid’s Play, Learn, and Grow Space’s 

Grand Opening on April 30th we are holding a drawing contest.

Draw a picture of your favorite children’s book. Win recognition by age group.

entrY 
For information on how to enter go to
sidsplaylearnandgrowspace.com

Cost $5 
Per entrY

DeaDline 
aPril 20, 

2022

x x

HandyMan

Contact Don at (216) 237-9548

Painting, plumbing, electrical, 
wall repair, vanities, 

chandelier hanging, etc.

WESTLAKE  BAY VILLAGE

Advertisement proof ©2022 Westlake | Bay Village Observer. Reproduction prohibited 
without permission.

Sgt. John Mauer 
retires after 31 years

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough presents 
Sgt. John Mauer a plaque commemorating 
his 31 years of service.

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The City of Westlake held a retirement cere-
mony honoring Sgt. John Mauer on Friday, 
March 4, for his 31 years with the Westlake 

Police Department. 
Police Chief Kevin Bielozer praised Sgt. 

Mauer for setting a fine example of what solid 
police work should look like with his professional-
ism and attention to detail throughout his career. 

Sgt. Mauer's service often extended beyond 
Westlake's borders through his work with the FBI 
Joint Terrorism Task Force, assisting on cases 
throughout Northeast Ohio. 

Among the family members and colleagues 
in attendance during the ceremony was Broad-
view Heights Police Chief Steven Raiff, whom 
Mauer worked with when he began his career as 
a patrolman in Broadview Heights. 

CITY OF WESTLAKE

This report contains member 
observations and selected highlights 
of the March 7 meeting of the Bay 
Village Board of Education. It is not 
an official statement by the League of 
Women Voters, nor does it represent 
the official minutes of the meeting.

by LWV observer CYNTHIA 
WHITE

The Board approved the first 
reading of revised board poli-
cies which are available on 

the website, bayk12.org.
Various personnel changes were 

approved.
Finance Committee: School 

treasurer Meghan Rohde reported 
the external audit has been com-
pleted and no issues were identified. 
They are making progress on creat-
ing a 5-year priority list for capital 
improvements.

Policy Committee: This 
committee is developing rules and 
ethical practices for contracting 
with private vendors as well as ways 
to increase community involvement 
with the board. They are exploring 
the feasibility of broadcasting board 
meetings and options to facilitate 
more community input. Examples 
under consideration are changing 
the requirement to provide a home 
address before addressing the board 
to only stating town of residence, and 
decreasing the allotted time to speak 
from five minutes to three minutes 
to allow more people a chance to be 
heard within time constraints.

Curriculum Learning Com-
mittee: This committee analyzes 
data from student test results to make 
data informed instructional deci-
sions that will maximize learning for 
each individual student. An example 
was provided.

Superintendent Update: Bay 
High students Nina Manos and Annie 
Mullahy, leaders of the 23-member 
"Team Takes a Village" project, 
reported they have so far raised 60% 
of their $100,000 goal for the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society. More 
fundraisers are planned.

Teacher Melissa Wolf and stu-
dents Cam Williams and Caitie Peter-
son of the seventh-grade Launchpad 
makerspace presented gifts to the 
school board members of items the 
class has made with the equipment 
and space provided by this program 
and discussed the integrated learn-
ing and teamwork that was involved 
in creating the projects.

Thought Leaders were present to 
describe the "Learn. Launch. Lead." 
program to the Board. This program 
is focused on developing and main-
taining a “caring community that 
encourages children to be happy and 
successful.” There are seven driving 
factors to the program, each of which 
has thought leader teachers and/or 
administrators guiding them.  The 
factors are:
• Recognize Growth and Cultivate 

Success
• Lead Educational Excellence
• Prioritize Service to Others
• Promote School-Life Balance

• One Community Many Voices
• Foster Real Work Skills
• Inspire Creativity and Innovation 

Treasurer Report: Bonds are 
expiring in 2025 and options for 
future financing are being explored. 
Ms. Rohde described the fiscal chal-
lenges that some bills before the 
Ohio state legislature, if passed, 
will present for all public schools 
in Ohio, including Bay Village. HB 
126 regarding property value chal-
lenges and HB 290, known as the 
“backpack bill” would have sig-
nificantly negative impact on our 
school system’s finances. HB 327, 
the “divisive concept” legislation 
is also predicted to have negative 
consequences, including the loss 
of Advanced Placement programs 
since that organization is threaten-
ing to pull out of states that pass 
this form of legislation. Various 
statewide educational groups are 
opposing these bills. The superin-
tendent and the school board will 
explore developing a resolution to 
oppose them.

Superintendent Search: The 
semifinal interviews are next week 
and they expect a finalist to be chosen 
by the end of the month. Extra board 
meetings are scheduled this month 
to complete this task.

Public participation: No one 
chose to offer public comment or 
questions.

The next regular meeting of 
the Board of Education is Monday, 
March 21, 6:30 p.m., in the Bay 
Middle School cafeteria. 

Bay Board of Education March 7 meeting notes
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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by CAROL JACOBS

On Monday, April 4, at 
7:30 p.m., Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society 

will present something a little 
different by hosting an evening 
of jazz. For a short while, the 
usually-sedate sanctuary at West 
Shore Unitarian Universalist 
Church will become the home 
of a different kind of music. 

Bob Sneider, associate pro-
fessor at the world-renowned 
Eastman School of Music, will 
lead several colleagues in a 
lively evening of jazz music. 
Composer, guitarist, and edu-
cator, Bob Sneider has been a 
member of the faculty at the 
Eastman School since 1997. 
Before that time, Sneider had 
toured several years with two-
time Grammy winner, Chuck 

Mangione. 
Other notable musicians 

with whom Sneider has per-
formed, toured, and recorded, 
have included Nat Adderley, 
Joe Locke, Pat Bianchi, Grant 
Stuart, Etta Jones, Don Menza, 
and many more.  Sneider has 
performed in major festivals, 
concert halls, and jazz clubs 
throughout North and South 
America, and Europe.

The Rocky River Chamber 
Music Society is delighted to be 
able to continue its 63rd season. 
If appropriate, the Society will 
continue the wearing of masks 
during its fourth concert on 
April 4. There will be both a live 
audience, and live streaming 
for those at home via a link at 
rrcms.org. The church is located 
at 20401 Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky 
River. 

An evening of jazz
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Milan Oppewall, left, and Aden Bergstresser 
were recently named National Merit Finalists

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

In October, Bay Village Schools 
announced that five Bay High School 
students were recognized in the 2022 

National Merit Scholarship Program 
(NMSP), including Semifinalists Milan 
Oppewall and Aden Bergstresser.

Bay High School Principal Jason Martin 
was recently notified by NMSP that these two 
Semifinalists have both advanced to Finalist 
standing in the 67th annual competition.

These academically talented high 
school seniors are now eligible for Merit 
Scholarship awards totaling more than 
$30 million to be awarded later this spring. 
These Bay High School seniors are two of 
only 15,000 Finalists of the more than 1.5 
million NMSP entrants. 

Bay High seniors advance to 
National Merit Finalist standing
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14.6

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.
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I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.
All supporters will be recognized in future editions           

of the Observer.

We need your help

Connecting for Kids teams with local clubs for annual Meet and Greet
by LORILYNN WOLF

After taking two years off, the Con-
necting for Kids Meet and Greet 
is back in Rocky River offering 

local families resources for children 
struggling with academic concerns, 
behavior problems, depression, anxi-
ety and other issues brought about by 
the pandemic. The event will take place 
on Thursday, April 7, from 6-8 p.m. at 
the Don Umerley Civic Center, 21016 
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River.

Approximately 50 vendors will be 
on hand representing area therapists, 
summer camps, adaptive sports and 
other programs.

For a complete list of participants, 
and to register for either the in-person 
resource fair OR to reserve a grab & 
go bag, visit connectingforkids.org/
meetandgreet, or call/text: 440-570-
5908.

Connecting for Kids is partnering 

with the Lakewood Elks Lodge #1350 to 
offer resource bags for the event while 
the professional networking hour is sup-
ported by the Rotary Club of Lakewood 
& Rocky River.

“With so many families in crisis 
due to the effects of the pandemic, we 
are so appreciative that the local Elks 
Lodge and Rotary Club have stepped 
in to help with this event,” said Sarah 
Rintamaki, Executive Director of Con-
necting for Kids. “Both groups put such 
an emphasis on community service that 
we are proud to work alongside them to 
enhance this resource fair, especially as 
we celebrate its 10th anniversary.”

The Meet and Greet offers families 
concerned about their child (ages birth 
to 12 years) two options to get informa-
tion:
Option 1: Indoor, In-Person Event

The socially distanced in-person 
event allows families time to interact 
with a variety of programs and ser-

vices aimed at helping children thrive. 
Spanish translation will be available at 
the event. Those who pre-register and 
attend the fair will be entered into a 
drawing to win a $100 VISA gift card. 
Option 2: Grab & Go Pickup

New this year! Families who are 
not comfortable attending an in-person 
event can drive up to the tent in front of 
the Don Umerley Civic Center during 

fair hours to receive materials in a safe, 
socially distanced way.
Resource Bag

Whichever option a family chooses, 
they will receive a free grab & go bag 
filled with fliers and resources from pro-
viders located in Cuyahoga and East-
ern Lorain Counties, a folder filled with 
information from our sponsors that can 
be used to organize the materials. 

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
William Black, Judy Brody, 
Donna Paino, Sona Patel

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, 
Photos & 

Community Events

Join with 1,300+ community 
members of all ages who 
have shared their stories, 

photos and community events 
in our community’s favorite 

newspaper and website.

The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake 
residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. 

It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our 
website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to 

sign up and be a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 

SPREAD GOOD NEWS 
IN WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE


